
FACTS

 • Major strides have been made in global health in 
recent decades, with 17,000 fewer children now dying 
per day than in 1990. However, 3.2% of children 
globally still die before their fifth birthday; in Uganda, 
5.76% of children do not reach the age of 5.

 • Children born into poverty are almost twice 
as likely to die before the age of 5 as children 
born into wealthy backgrounds.

 • Every year, 3 million people die of chronic 
obstructive pulmonary diseases (COPDs), 
accounting for 6% of all deaths worldwide, a key 
driver of which is indoor air pollution caused by 
cooking and boiling water on open fires.

•  The UN has 17 measurable Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and Toshiba  
supports these goals. This report focuses 
on SDG 3: Good Health and Wellbeing, 
explaining the impact of the Toshiba Carbon 
Zero Scheme and its link to this goal.

•  SDG 3 aims to ensure healthy lives and 
promote wellbeing for all at all ages, 
focusing particularly on improving maternal 
and child health by ensuring access to 
clean water and sanitation and fighting 
treatable diseases (e.g. malaria and 
tuberculosis). Reducing pollution-related 
deaths and illnesses is also key to this SDG.

•  The Toshiba CarbonZero Scheme supports 
the ongoing activities to rehabilitate and 
maintain boreholes in Uganda. These 
are mainly boreholes which have fallen 
into disrepair, denying communities 
access to safe water and forcing people 
to boil water in order to make it safe, 
thereby contributing to CO2 emissions.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL CASE STUDY

Toshiba’s contribution to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
This case study shows how the project activities in Uganda contribute to SDG 2 in the following ways:

 • Ensuring communities have access to a pure and protected water supply which is safe 
from contamination caused by latrines and animals means that families like Monica’s are 
now not exposed to waterborne diseases such as dysentery and typhoid.

 • The time families save on gathering water and the funds saved on buying medicines can be 
invested into income-generating opportunities, which improve livelihoods and allow families to 
build up savings which can be spent on medicine should anybody fall sick in future. 

 • The additional time and money can also be spent on working on crops to increase yields 
and grow a more diverse range of products, thereby improving food security and allowing 
people to have a more balanced diet, which is vital to avoiding illness.

For more information about the Toshiba Carbon Zero Scheme please visit our website:
 www.toshibatec.eu/about/sustainability/carbon-zero/

Ugandan Borehole Case Study
Monica Koli is 25 and lives in Amin Eceja village in Dokolo 
District, Uganda, with her husband and 2 children. The village 
was affected by the insurgency of the Lord’s Resistance Army, 
which displaced many families and destroyed infrastructure 
throughout Northern Uganda, with many boreholes 
consequently falling into disrepair. In the absence of 
community boreholes, families and especially women who 
often bear the lion’s share of domestic duties, were often 
forced to walk long distances to gather water from unsafe 
sources such as open well, unprotected springs and ponds, 
which would often be shared with animals.

Monica vividly remembers walking long distances with her 
siblings to collect water from a well before the borehole was 
repaired and narrates that it was never enough because they 
only had enough time to visit the once a day because of other 
domestic duties. They also were unable to travel far into the 
forest to collect firewood due to fear of the rebels, so only had 
enough firewood to cook and not enough to purify their water.

Monica narrates how the repair of the borehole under the 
Toshiba Carbon Zero scheme has changed her family’s 
fortunes for the better:

“Drinking impure water from the well brought us illnesses such 
as dysentery, typhoid, diarrhoea and worms. We were 
constantly ill and unfortunately could not afford the medication 
to treat these illnesses properly. With the repair of this 

borehole, we no longer suffer from these illnesses because the 
water supply is protected and cannot be contaminated by 
animals. With the borehole so close, I am also able to collect 
enough clean water for my family and still have spare time to do 
other chores.”

Thanks to the WASH sensitisation (WAter Sanitation and 
Hygiene workshops) received as part of the project, the family 
knows how to safely store water gathered from the borehole to 
keep it pure and practices good hygiene practices at home. 
The family is now overall in much better health all year round, 
with the children no longer frequently missing school due to 
illness. Monica now has much more time due to not travelling 
far to gather water and more funds available which she does 
not have to spend on medicine. She is therefore planning to 
start a small grocery business at her home, which will give her 
funds to invest in educating her children and to buy medicine if 
they become sick in future.
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Gathering water - before and after the borehole rehabilitation


